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PLUM   
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Flying the 

flag at the  

C a rn i va l  
THE FRIENDS are 
once again setting out 
their stall on the 
Recreation Ground as 
part of this year’s 
Puddletown Carnival  
─  on Saturday 10 
July. And, as has been 
the case for the past 
two years, any 
member able to lend 
a hand will be made 
very welcome by the 
organisers of this 
year’s stall, Rosie 
Wyndham (15 High 
Street) and Roy 
Bennett (21 High 
Street, 849144). 
They are planning a 
bring-and-buy book 
stall and hope you’ll 
have some interesting 
books that others 
might want to read 
too. Please bring 
along any you are 
prepared to donate* 
on the big day. If they 
are too heavy to carry 
to the Rec you can 
drop them at at any 
time at11 High 
Street. If there’s no-
one in, please leave 
books in the box in 
the shed behind the 
house. 
The Friends are also 
hoping to mount a 
display of their skills 
as computing 
teachers, using the 
equipment we use for 
the free classes we 
run in the library. We 
hope you’ll be able to 
try your hand at 
‘surfing the net’ ─ if 
that’s a new 
experience for you.  

*The money raised by the 
book stall is to go to help 
pay for the classes. 

 Lis Kaye (far left), Joan Edgeley (centre) and Nigel Reader (right) being 
put through their paces by Lizzie Peckover (second left), Mike Chaney 

and Kevin Bumby on the Friends’ first computer training course.   

Turning the library 

into a magic carpet 
THIS SUMMER has brought a touch of 
magic to our library. Every Tuesday 
since April local people who knew 
nothing about computers (or who had 
forgotten what they had once known) 
have been introduced to the wonders of 
the internet  ─  and the convenience 
and economy of sending emails instead 
relying on the post. 
The Friends group used money it had 
been given by two funding bodies over 
the winter (along with the generous 
donations it had received from the 
Carnival Committee in 2008 and 2009) 
to buy computer equipment to stage the 
classes. The group had an extra 
telephone line installed in the library and 
took out a broadband subscription so 
that our machines can access the world 
wide web. So far eight students have 

completed the six week long 
introductory course and another five 
are being put through their paces now. 
Students work with the same instructor 
on a one-to-one basis so that progress 
depends on how well they do. There’s 
no pressure. There’s a suggested 
programme but students can decide for 
themselves what aspect of computing 
they want to concentrate on. 
Reactions so far have been very 
flattering and we are still receiving 
applications for training. We plan 
another course in the autumn and then, 
if there is the demand for it, to offer 
more specialist training in, for instance, 
how to store and transmit either 
photographs or music. 
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Making sure 

there’s a future  

for books... 

ONCE AGAIN the 
library service is staging 
a summer reading 
challenge for Dorset’s 
child readers. Last year 
Puddletown library’s 
young readers won 
themselves a gratifying 
number of medals and 
certificates. Let’s hope 
they can do even better 
this year  ─  thus 
ensuring a continuing 
need for the printed 
word. To win this year 
they will asked to read 
six books during the 
summer break ─ on the 
subject of space travel, 
appropriately enough on 
the 40th anniversary of 
the first men to reach 
the Moon. 
To encourage them 
they get a poster when 
they enrol and win 
stickers to help 
complete it for every 
two books they read. 
The Friends’ volunteer 
librarians will do all they 
can to encourage our 
youngsters to take part. 
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FRIENDS MEMBERS are now 
busily engaged in their 
second computer training 
course. These courses are 
open to anyone in the area 
served by our library who 
needs help with getting to 
grips with the computer age. 
They’re free and the training 
is given using the Friends’ 
own computing equipment. 
Sounds too good to be true, 
doesn’t it? And in a way it is. 

We are now desperately 
short of someone else to 
lend a hand with the training. 
We have appealed to the 
Dorchester Volunteer 
Bureau for help in recruiting 
people who have basic 
computer skills and who are 
available for a couple of 
hours on Tuesdays, either in 
the morning or the evening. 
You don’t need to be an 

information technology geek. 
All you need to know is how 
to find your way round a 
computer  and the patience 
to encourage one of your 
neighbours who hasn’t yet 
been able to tap into the 
huge benefits of using emails 
or, for example, banking or 
shopping via the net. 
If you can help, please get in 
touch with Mike Chaney on 
848352 or at 11 High Street, 
Puddletown. If you give him a 
call he can arrange for you to 
come along and watch a 
lesson to see whether you 
feel you’d be able to help 
with this valuable work. 

CASH SUPPORT: The cost of giving 
these lessons has been supported 
by the grant of a further £300 
from the Community Fund for 
Dorset’s Grassroots Grants 
scheme: we are truly grateful for 
this vital help. 

Reassuring 
words: Mary 
Chadwick 
helps Lis 

Kaye  during 
a  lesson in 
the library  

On-line appeal 
Dorset’s on-line research facility is 
proving a big hit. In the past 12 
months more than ninety thousand 
people used the county’s links to 
access Ancestry to help with their 
family history research. Second 
favourite was the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica with 28,155 hits. Don’t 
know how to get on line? Why not 
sign up for a Friends’ course so that 
you can use the library computers?   


